OFFICIAL COORDINATION REQUEST FOR 

NON-ROUTINE OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE

COORDINATION TITLE –  20WVP02 Changes in Chinook releases
COORDINATION DATE – 05 December 2019
PROJECT – Coast Fork Willamette River Spring Chinook Hatchery Releases
RESPONSE DATE – 04 February 2020
Description of the problem – ODFW is requesting a change to the liberation location for 45,000 (one pond) spring Chinook smolts raised at Willamette Hatchery and currently scheduled to be released in the Coast Fork Willamette River. ln Section 2.9.4 "Terms and Conditions" of the ESA Section 7 Biological Opinion for Upper Willamette hatchery programs, production for the Coast Fork Willamette is identified as 267,000 Chinook salmon smolts. This request to change the release location to Little Fall Creek (Middle Fork Willamette) upstream of Little Fall Creek Falls (at RM12), a tributary of the Middle Fork Willamette River, would still leave 222,000 smolts for release in the lower Coast Fork Willamette. 
Little Fall Creek Falls are a natural barrier to upstream fish migration, but in 1986 ODFW, Bonneville Power Administration, Weyerhaeuser and the Willamette National Forest constructed a fish ladder to bypass the falls and allow access for adult anadromous fishes to spawn and rear in the 12.5 miles of quality habitat above the falls. Since 1986, the Willamette National Forest and partners have invested heavily in habitat improvements to the Little Fall Creek upstream from the falls in anticipation of providing spawning and rearing habitat to returning anadromous fish. Adult winter steelhead have been observed spawning upstream of the ladder, however, it remains unclear whether adult spring Chinook can navigate the ladder under current conditions. Returning adult spring Chinook from this proposed smolt release would help fisheries biologists to answer the question of ladder utility for spring Chinook and provide additional opportunity for anglers in the lower Willamette and Middle Fork Willamette spring Chinook fishery. 
Type of change required – 

Change current stocking location from Coast Fork Willamette River to Little Fall Cr. 
	Date
	Current

Location
	Proposed

Location
	Release Waterbody Code
	Number
	Lot
	Hatchery

	Feb-Mar 2020
	Coast Fk. Willamette River
	
	0200200000
	45,000
	22H18
	Willamette

	Feb-Mar 2020
	
	Little Fall Creek (RM12) Mid Fk. Willamette River
	0200311000
	45,000
	22H18
	Willamette

	Totals
	
	
	
	45,000
	
	


Impact on facility operation - This change will require a contract modification.  It is not anticipated that this would require additional funding. 
Dates of impacts – February 2020
Length of time of the impacts – This initial MOC set up as a test for spring (late Feb – early Mar) 2020 (adults return 2021-2024) but suggest three years of releases to evaluate the fish ladder and five years of releases to evaluate the production capacity of Little Fall Creek for spring Chinook (covering the life cycle of Chinook).  All releases would be subject to available production of hatchery Chinook at Willamette Hatchery. 
Analysis of potential impacts to fish

1. Access to upstream spawning/rearing habitat could help recover ESA listed spring Chinook in the Middle Fork Willamette River downstream of existing dams.

2. Both fish and anglers may benefit from the wider distribution of smolt releases spreading the returns over a larger area. 
Summary statement - expected impacts on the fish/program:
1) Evaluation of spring Chinook salmon use of the fish ladder at Little Fall Cr. Falls (does it work or does it need repaired/modified?)

2) Evaluate viability of spring Chinook reproduction in Little Fall Creek above the falls.

3) Suggest three to five years of smolt releases into Little Fall Creek to account for some of the variability in environmental conditions among years (in the event few fish return from the first release). 

4) Access to upstream spawning/rearing habitat could help recover ESA listed spring Chinook in the Middle Fork Willamette River downstream of existing dams.

5) Anglers in Little Fall Creek and waters downstream could benefit from the wider distribution of smolt releases (enhanced fishery) with little anticipated impact to the Coast Fork Willamette fishery.

6) Change of release location from Coast Fork Willamette to Little Fall Creek is a no-cost contract modification.

7) If it is determined that the ladder needs repair, the Willamette National Forest and ODFW will repair the ladder in coordination with Weyerhaeuser.

Comments from agencies
ODFW is supportive of this change in release location to evaluate the efficacy of the fish ladder for adult spring Chinook salmon at Little Fall Cr. Falls.  
NOAA has approved the release location change in a letter to ODFW dated December 23, 2019. 

Final coordination results

TBD
Please email or call with questions or concerns.
Thank you, 

